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OVERVIEW
Focusing on the interface between molecular biology, medical
applications and ethics, keynote presentations and break-out
sessions are designed to further participants’ understanding of:

• The process of developing new medical therapies—research 
lab to market

• Uses of the term “enhancement,” including “therapeutic”
and “non-therapeutic” enhancement

• The diversity of viewpoints regarding these issues; how 
policies and regulations are developed and implemented

• The complexities associated with both the scientific and 
ethical dimensions of these topics

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 2007
8:00am Registration and Continental Breakfast
8:30am Welcome: William Linton

Forum Overview: R.Alta Charo (Moderator)
9:00am Developing Therapeutics: From Research to Market

Gabriela Gebrin Cezar

10:00am Break
10:15am Understanding the Enhancement Debate

Erik Parens
Making the World Safe for Disability
Andrew J. Imparato

12:00pm Lunch
1:00pm How Do You Communicate Complexity and Uncertainty

in 3 minutes?
Joe Palca

2:15pm Break
2:30pm Concurrent Sessions:

a. Student Voices
Joe Palca (moderator)
Elizabeth Felton, Samantha Malusky & Kyle S. Ripple

b. Prenatal Genetic Diagnosis: Links with the
Enhancement Discussion
Andrew J. Imparato & Erik Parens

c. Novel Stem Cell Strategies: Research to Clinic 
Jon S. Odorico 

4:00pm Reception

FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 2007
8:00am Continental Breakfast
8:30am Moderator: Erik Parens

The Social Control of Biomedical Enhancement
Maxwell Mehlman

9:30am Break
9:45am Concurrent Sessions:

a. Reflections from Diverse Faith Perspectives
Scott D.Anderson (moderator), Rabbi Jonathan
Biatch, Venerable George Churinoff, Reverend Shirley
R. Funk & Reverend Andrew L. Nelson

b. How Do We Conduct Research Related to
Enhancement?
Maxwell Mehlman

c. Enhancement in the World of Sports
Michele Arduengo, Dennis C. Helwig & Don Walker

11:15am Break
11:30am Lunch: Chat Circles [pre-registration required]

Scott D.Anderson & Reverend Andrew L. Nelson; Michele
Arduengo & Reverend Shirley R. Funk; R.Alta Charo;
Venerable George Churinoff; Susan M. Carlson &
Samantha Malusky;Andrew J. Imparato; Maxwell
Mehlman; Erik Parens; Don Walker & Dennis C. Helwig

12:45pm Break
1:00pm Fear and the First Amendment: Scientific Freedom, 

Social Disruption and the Political Expression
R.Alta Charo

2:00pm Closing Panel  
Susan M. Carlson, Andrew J. Imparato,
Maxwell Mehlman & Erik Parens (moderator)

2:45pm Dessert Reception
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THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 2007 2:30–4:00pm

a. Student Voices
Panelists will discuss their current academic interests and their
future goals, describing the role that consideration of ethical issues
plays in their lives. They will share their perspectives regarding
how their generation responds to new technological breakthroughs
and perceptions of accompanying ethical challenges. Do they think
they differ from prior generations? Are they comfortable with
increasingly enhanced humans?

b. Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis: 
Links with the Enhancement Discussion
Most PGD today is done to test “against” disease-related mutations.
Some PGD, however, aims to test “for” HLA compatibility between
the child-to-be and a child who already exists and who needs a tissue
transplant. PGD is also already sometimes used to select “for” a child
of a particular sex. In the future, it may be possible to use PGD to
test “for” embryos that have an increased probability of expressing
some trait that the parents desire (whether high intelligence or
deafness). As in the discussion about enhancement, the discussion
here will be about whether a good society should impose any limits
on these attempts to test “for” traits the parents desire. Does it make a
moral difference that these interventions will affect children? Does it
make a moral difference if we use genetic technology or Mozart in
the womb in our attempts to “improve” our children? 

c. Novel Stem Cell Therapies: 
Research to Clinic
Dr. Odorico specializes in pancreatic, islet cell, and multi-organ
transplants. His research focuses on stem cell biology and
differentiation, developing novel stem-cell based strategies for
treating diabetes, pancreas transplantation, and islet cell transplanta-
tion. He will discuss his current work, focusing on the challenges
related to moving Embryonic Stem Cell therapy to the clinic, also
sharing his perspectives regarding associated ethical concerns.

FRIDAY, APRIL 20, 2007 9:45–11:15AM

a. Reflections from Diverse Faith
Perspectives
Panelists will discuss how their religious traditions grapple with
complex questions raised by recent and potential developments in
biotechnology. Focusing on ethical issues highlighted in preceding
talks, they will examine concerns related to how new therapies are
developed, intended uses, and possible “unintended” outcomes—
taking into consideration both “good for the individual” and “the
greater good.”

b. How Do We Conduct Research Related
to Enhancement?
What if a rescue worker wants to enroll in a steroid study in order to
enhance his life-saving skills? What if the manufacturer of a drug to
treat ADHD in children wants to conduct an experiment to see if it
will help normal children do better in school? Under what circum-
stances, if any, should researchers be permitted to conduct such
experiments? How should we protect human subjects in this type of
research, and especially “vulnerable” subjects such as children,
athletes, the elderly, employees, and members of the military? 

c. Enhancement in the World of Sports
Panelists will review the enhancements, legal and illegal, currently
being used by athletes at various competitive levels. They will
discuss existing laws and regulatory guidelines, analyzing the
effectiveness of these approaches to insuring a level playing field.
Lastly, perspectives on various proposals for future directions,
everything from stricter laws and stiffer penalties to deregulation,
will be offered.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS: DESCRIPTIONS

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOR TEACHERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FAITH COMMUNITY...

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, there are forty $150 stipends available for teachers and representatives of the faith community
(e.g. clergy, chaplains and parish nurses) attending this year's forum.Twenty stipends are earmarked for each group. Recipients will register
for the forum, remit the $75 fee, and receive the stipend after attending the forum. For more information, please contact Karin Borgh at
karin.borgh@promega.com

FOR HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATES...

There is also a Student Guest Opportunity for high school juniors and seniors, and college/university students.Those interested in
attending the forum at no charge are asked to complete an on-line application form, indicating how they will share information gained
with others back at school or in the community. For details, please visit: www.btci.org/bioethics/default.html

FOR ATTORNEYS...

CLE credits have been applied for—please visit www.btci.org for updates.

The BTCI is also pleased to announce the 2nd Annual Wisconsin Stem Cell Symposium, Heart and Blood, April 18, 2007.
Please visit www.btci.org for more information.



KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

SCOTT D. ANDERSON, M.DIV., M.A.
Executive Director,Wisconsin Council of Churches

MICHELE ARDUENGO, PH.D., ELS
Scientific Communications Specialist, Promega Corporation

RABBI JONATHAN BIATCH, M.A.
Temple Beth El, Madison,WI

SUSAN M. CARLSON, M.B.A.
Director of Operations,WiCell Research Institute, Inc.

GABRIELA GEBRIN CEZAR, D.V.M., PH.D. 
Assistant Professor, Department of Animal Sciences, UW-Madison
Chief Scientific Officer, Stemina Biomarker Discovery

R. ALTA CHARO, J.D. 
Warren P. Knowles Professor of Law & Bioethics, UW

VENERABLE GEORGE CHURINOFF, B.S.
Deer Park Buddhist Center, Oregon,WI

ELIZABETH FELTON, M.S.
PH.D. student, Biomedical Engineering, UW-Madison

REVEREND SHIRLEY R. FUNK, M.DIV.
(PRESBYTERIAN)
Pastor, Lake Edge Lutheran Church, Madison,WI

CARL E. GULBRANDSEN, PH.D., J.D.
Managing Director,Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation

DENNIS C. HELWIG, M.S., L.A.T.
Head Athletic Trainer, Intercollegiate Athletics, UW-Madison

ANDREW J. IMPARATO, J.D. 
President and CEO,American Association of People with
Disabilities

WILLIAM LINTON
Chairman and CEO, Promega Corporation

SAMANTHA MALUSKY, PH.D.
Law Student, Loyola University Chicago School of Law 

MAXWELL MEHLMAN, J.D.
Arthur E. Petersilge Professor of Law and Director of the Law-
Medicine Center, Case Western Reserve University School of Law

REVEREND ANDREW L. NELSON, PH.D.
Retired Professor of Moral Theology, St. Francis Seminary,
Milwaukee,WI

JON S. ODORICO, M.D.
Associate Professor, Division of Transplantation, Department of
Surgery, UW-Madison

JOE PALCA, PH.D.
Correspondent, Science Desk, National Public Radio

ERIK PARENS, PH.D. 
Associate for Philosophical Studies,The Hastings Center

KYLE S. RIPPLE
Undergraduate Student (Genetics/Journalism), UW-Madison

DON WALKER, M.S.
Reporter, Sports Business, Milwaukee Journal/Sentinel

REGISTRATION FORM
On-line registration option also available: www.btci.org
Name: ________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City: __________________________ State: __________________________

Zip Code: __________________ Country: __________________________

Phone: ______________________ Fax: ____________________________

E-mail: ________________________________________________________

Profession: ____________________________________________________

Registration Fee: $75.00
Please make check out to: Bioethics Forum/BTCI

❑ Visa ❑ Mastercard

Card Number: __________________________________________

Expiration Date: ________________________________________

PLEASE INDICATE
Your 1st and 2nd choices for the Concurrent Sessions:

FRIDAY NOON CHAT CIRCLE REGISTRATION
Chat circles are limited to 15 people. Please indicate your top two 
choices. Chat circles will be filled on a first come, first served basis.

Send completed form to:
BTCI, 5445 East Cheryl Parkway, Madison, WI 53711

For more information please visit: www.btci.org or call: 608-273-9737.

Registration and discussion session assignments will be confirmed by
postcard prior to the forum.
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