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OVERVIEW

Join us for a lively two days of information-sharing and discussion
regarding this exciting — and often challenging — topic! We will
learn about current scientific work, consider related legal/social
policy issues and examine historical and present-day responses of
faith communities.

>

“Evolution in the 21st Century” is designed to allow participants to

explore and extend their understanding of:

« Evolution and creationism — what is the historical context and
what evidence do we have?

Diverse faith perspectives relative to various scientific
perspectives of evolution: Can we reconcile evolution
and religion?

The complexities of “biopolitics” and where we are headed in
terms of basic rights relative to ourselves as individuals and the
decisions we make about human enhancement.
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2008

8:00-8:30am
8:30-8:45am

8:45-9:45am
9:45-10:45am

10:45-11:00am
11:00-12:15pm

12:15-1:15pm
1:15-2:15pm

2:15-2:30pm
2:30-3:45pm

3:45-5:00pm

Registration and Continental Breakfast

Welcome - William Linton

Forum Overview — Robert Streiffer (Moderator)

Introduction to the Evidence for Evolution -

Dana Geary

Antievolutionism: From Scientific Creationism to

Intelligent Design — Ronald L. Numbers

Break

Discussion Session I

A. Abrahamic Religions: Perspectives on Evolution
Panel discussion - Ronald L. Numbers,
Jeff Hardin and Marc Swetlitz

B. Resources for Evolution Education: Getting
Started — Barbara Bielec and Kristin Jenkins

C. LIFE: 3.5 Billion Years in the Making —
MaryRuth Kotelnicki and Laura J. Mitchell

Lunch

Evolution: The Science Teacher’s Dilemma —

Eugenie Scott

Break

Discussion Session IT

A. Buddhist Traditions: Perspectives on Evolution —
Venerable George Churinoff and James Hughes

B. Lessons from the Kitzmiller vs. Dover
Creationism Trial - John Haught,
Robert T. Pennock and Eugenie Scott

C. Patenting Living Organisms — Paulanne Chelf,
Andrew Cohn and Lisa M. Gehrke

Reception (hors doeuvres and beverages)

Sponsored by: Michael Best & Friedrich, LLP

FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 2008

8:00-8:30am
8:30-9:30am

9:30-10:30am

10:30-10:45am
10:45-NOON

12:00-1:00pm
1:00-2:00pm

2:00-3:00pm

3:00-3:15pm
3:15-3:45pm

Registration and Continental Breakfast

New Frontiers in Evolutionary Biology: Evo Devo

and the DNA Record of Evolution - Sean Carroll

Evolution and Faith: Can They Be Reconciled? -

Steve Paulson will interview John Haught

Break

Discussion Session ITT

A. Science vs. Religion: What’s Really at Stake in
this Debate?” — Steve Paulson

B. The Biopolitics of Human Enhancement
Technologies — James Hughes and Janet
Staker Woerner

C. Resources for Educational Settings:
Intermediate/ Advanced Level Content -
Barbara Bielec, Kristin Jenkins and
Robert T. Pennock

Lunch

Evolving Intelligent Behavior in Digital Organisms

(and Beyond) — Robert T. Pennock

Where Next? What’s in the Future of Human

Evolution? - James Hughes

Closing Remarks — Robert Streiffer

Reception (desserts and beverages)
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS: DESCRIPTIONS
THURSDAY, APRIL 17

DISCUSSION SESSION |

A

O

DISCUSSION SESSION I

A

11:00-12:15PM

Abrahamic Religions:

Perspectives on Evolution Panel Discussion

Panelists will share Jewish, Christian, and Muslim perspectives on
evolution. Why is evolution an important topic each faith, or why not?
What challenges and opportunities does evolution offer? Panelists and
participants will discuss the similarities and differences in the ways
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam engage the topic of evolution.

Resources for Evolution Education: Getting Started

This session is intended for people working with the general public,
including educators, clergy and the media. Participants will learn about
web based general information sources, lessons and activities, and other
resources. Find out where you can learn more about evolution, try hands-
on activities on deep-time, selection and variation, and receive a CD of
educational resources from the 2007 Evolution Symposium “Evolution:
Applications in Human Health and Populations.”

LIFE: 3.5 Billion Years in the Making

Buried deep within our Earth’s history are some of the most extraordinary
and peculiar creatures that have ever lived. Using real fossils, panelists
will explore the evolution of life from its microscopic origins 3.5 billion
years ago to its enormous marvels of the more recent geologic past. What
drives evolution? What causes extinction? This session investigates the
processes that mold life on Earth and uses hands-on examination of
fossils to tell the incredible story of how life got to be where it is at today.

2:30-3:45PM

Buddhist Traditions: Perspectives on Evolution

Venerable George Churinoff and James Hughes will describe some of
the texts that convey a Buddhist approach to the origin of life and the
universe. They will address the (un)importance of these origin myths

for Buddhism, as well as Buddhist attitudes towards the future biological
and psychological evolution of Homo sapiens. Buddhist attitudes towards
genetic engineering and other human enhancement technologies will be
addressed in the context of Buddhist attitudes towards the self and myths
about the future of the human race.

Lessons from the Kitzmiller vs. Dover Creationism Trial
The 2005 Kitzmiller vs. Dover trial tested the constitutionality of
including so-called “Intelligent Design (ID) Theory” in public school

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOR TEACHERS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FAITH COMMUNITY...

science classrooms, and ruled that doing so violated the separation of
church and state just as teaching creationism does. This session will
review some of the key findings of this historic trial followed by an open
discussion of where the creationism controversy stands today.

Patenting Living Organisms

This session will explore legal requirements and current legislative issues
related to patenting living organisms with the United States and European
patent systems. It will also concern US patent law as it relates to stem cells
and methods for obtaining them, contrasting this with patent law in other
countries.

FRIDAY, APRIL 18, 2008

DISCUSSION SESSION Il

A

O

10:45-NOON
Science vs. Religion: What's Really at Stake in this Debate?

Steve Paulson, the executive producer of the nationally-syndicated public
radio show “To the Best of Our Knowledge,” has interviewed many of

the leading figures in the science and religion debate. He'll discuss some
of its most hotly contested issues: evolution, consciousness, scientific
materialism, and what we mean by the words “God” and “religion” We'll
also hear excerpts of Steve’s interviews with notable scientists, atheists
and religious scholars, including E.O. Wilson, Richard Dawkins, Karen
Armstrong, Francis Collins, Daniel Dennett, Paul Davies and Sam Harris.

Computer Based Evolution Education Materials: Working with
Advanced Learners

This session is intended for instructors at the advanced high school or
college level. Participants will be introduced to Avida, an artificial life
software platform used to study the evolutionary biology of self-replicating
and evolving computer programs (digital organisms), and its applications
for student designed experiments. Participants will also receive
information about the BioQUEST Consortium, EvoBeaker and other
computer based educational materials.

The Biopolitics of Human Enhancement Technologies

Bioethics is giving way to biopolitics. The new biopolitics started with the
mobilizations for and against the Roe v. Wade decision, and have been
accelerated by the arguments around human enhancement technologies.

The new biopolitics have a diverse group of religious and secular
“bioconservatives” on one side, and liberal bioethicists, libertarians,
transhumanists and technoprogresssives on the other. Debates driving
biopolitical polarization are disagreement about (a) “humanness” vs.
“personhood” as a basis for rights-bearing, (b) the importance of the
“natural’, (c) the capacity of human reason to improve on the human body,
and (d) the legitimate grounds for restricting individual bodily autonomy,
cognitive liberty and reproductive rights.

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, there are forty $150 stipends available for teachers and representatives of the faith community (e.g. clergy,
chaplains and parish nurses) attending this year’s forum. Twenty stipends are earmarked for each group. Recipients will register for the forum, remit
the $75 fee, and receive the stipend after attending the forum. For more information, please contact Karin Borgh at: karin.borgh@btci.org

FOR HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY UNDERGRADUATES...

There is also a Student Guest Opportunity for high school juniors and seniors, and college/university students. Those interested in attending the forum
at no charge are asked to complete an on-line application form, indicating how they will share information gained with others back at school or in the

community. For details, please visit: www.btci.org/bioethics/default.html

FOR ATTORNEYS...

CLE credits have been applied for—please visit www.btci.org for updates.

BTClI is also pleased to announce the 3nd Annual Wisconsin Stem Cell Symposium, Conserved Mechanisms of Stem Cell Control and
Regeneration, April 16, 2008. Please visit: www.btci.org for more information.
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REGISTRATION FORM

On-line registration option also available: www.btci.org

Name:

Address:

State:

City:
Zip Code:

Country:

Phone:

Fax:

E-mail:

Profession:

Registration Fee: $75.00

Please make check out to: Bioethics Forum/BTCI

O Visa U Mastercard
Card Number:

Expiration Date:

PLEASE INDICATE

Your 1st and 2nd choices for the concurrent sessions:

Discussion Session |

Thursday

U A. Abrahamic Religions:
Perspectives on Evolution
Panel Discussion

1 B. Resources for Evolution
Education: Getting Started

U C.LIFE: 3.5 Billion Years in
the Making

Thursday

U A.Buddhist Traditions:
Perspectives on Evolution

Discussion Session Il

(L B. Lessons from the Kitzmiller vs.
Dover Creationism Trial

U C. Patenting Living Organisms

Friday Discussion Session Ill

0 A.Science vs. Religion: What's
Really at Stake in this Debate?”

U B. Computer Based Evolution
Education Materials: Working
with Advanced Learners

U C. The Biopolitics of Human
Enhancement Technologies

SEND COMPLETED FORM TO:
BTCI, 5445 East Cheryl Parkway, Madison, WI 53711

For more information please visit: www.btci.org

or call: 608-273-9737.

Registration and discussion session assignments will be
confirmed by postcard prior to the forum.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile ()
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2001
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox false
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Coated v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Fullsize 12.5x19 Acrobat 4 \(PDF 1.3\) 2540 300 subembed no color mgt)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [1368.000 900.000]
>> setpagedevice


