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8:00–8:30am

 
Registration and C

ontinental Breakfast
 

8:30–8:45am
 

 W
elcom

e – W
illiam

 Linton 
Forum

 O
verview

 – Robert Streiff er (M
oderator)

 
8:45–9:45am

 
 Introduction to the Evidence for Evolution – 
D

ana G
eary 

 
9:45–10:45am

 
 A

ntievolutionism
: From

 Scientifi c Creationism
 to 

Intelligent D
esign – Ronald L. Num

bers 
 

10:45–11:00am
 

Break
 

11:00–12:15pm
 

 D
iscussion Session I 

 
 

A
.  Abraham

ic Religions: Perspectives on Evolution 
Panel discussion – Ronald L. Num

bers, 
Jeff  H

ardin and M
arc Swetlitz

 
 

B.  Resources for Evolution Education: G
etting 

Started – Barbara Bielec and Kristin Jenkins 
 

 
C.  LIFE: 3.5 Billion Years in the M

aking – 
M

aryRuth Kotelnicki and Laura J. M
itchell

 
12:15–1:15pm

 
Lunch

 
1:15–2:15pm

 
 Evolution: Th e Science Teacher’s D

ilem
m

a – 
Eugenie Scott 

 
2:15–2:30pm

 
Break

 
2:30–3:45pm

 
D

iscussion Session II 
 

 
A

.  Buddhist Traditions: Perspectives on Evolution – 
Venerable G

eorge Churinoff  and Jam
es H

ughes
 

 
B.  Lessons from

 the Kitzm
iller vs. D

over 
Creationism

 Trial – John H
aught, 

Robert T. Pennock and Eugenie Scott 
 

 
C.  Patenting Living O

rganism
s – Paulanne Chelf, 

Andrew Cohn and Lisa M
. G

ehrke
 

3:45–5:00pm
 

Reception (hors d’oeuvres and beverages) 
 

 
Sponsored by: M

ichael Best &
 Friedrich, LLP 
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8:00–8:30am

 
Registration and C

ontinental Breakfast
 

8:30–9:30am
 

 N
ew

 Frontiers in Evolutionary Biology: Evo D
evo 

and the D
N

A
 Record of Evolution – Sean Carroll

 
9:30–10:30am

 
 Evolution and Faith: Can Th ey Be Reconciled? – 
Steve Paulson w

ill interview John H
aught 

 
10:30–10:45am

 
Break

 
10:45–N

O
O

N
 

D
iscussion Session III 

 
 

A
.  Science vs. Religion: W

hat’s Really at Stake in 
this D

ebate?” – Steve Paulson
 

 
B.  Th e Biopolitics of H

um
an Enhancem

ent 
Technologies – Jam

es H
ughes and Janet 

Staker W
oerner

 
 

C.  Resources for Educational Settings: 
Interm

ediate/Advanced Level C
ontent – 

Barbara Bielec, Kristin Jenkins and 
Robert T. Pennock

 
12:00–1:00pm

 
Lunch 

 
1:00–2:00pm

 
 Evolving Intelligent Behavior in D

igital O
rganism

s 
(and Beyond) – Robert T. Pennock 

 
2:00–3:00pm

 
 W

here N
ext? W

hat’s in the Future of H
um

an 
Evolution? – Jam

es H
ughes 

 
3:00–3:15pm

 
Closing Rem

arks – Robert Streiff er
 

3:15–3:45pm
 

Reception (desserts and beverages)

O
VER

VIEW

Join us for a lively tw
o days of inform

ation-sharing and discussion 
regarding this exciting —

 and oft en challenging —
 topic! W

e w
ill 

learn about current scientifi c w
ork, consider related legal/social 

policy issues and exam
ine historical and present-day responses of 

faith com
m

unities.

“Evolution in the 21st C
entury” is designed to allow

 participants to 
explore and extend their understanding of:

• 
Evolution and creationism

 – w
hat is the historical context and 

w
hat evidence do w

e have?

• 
D

iverse faith perspectives relative to various scientifi c 
perspectives of evolution: Can w

e reconcile evolution 
and religion?

• 
Th e com

plexities of “biopolitics” and w
here w

e are headed in 
term

s of basic rights relative to ourselves as individuals and the 
decisions w

e m
ake about hum

an enhancem
ent.
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 R
EG

ISTR
A

TIO
N

 FO
R

M
O

n-line registration option also available: w
w

w.btci.org
N

am
e: __________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________
City: __________________________

 State: ____________________
Zip C

ode: ___________________
 C

ountry: ____________________
Phone: _________________________

 Fax: ____________________
E-m

ail:  _________________________________________________
Profession: _______________________________________________

Registration Fee: $75.00
Please m

ake check out to: Bioethics Forum
/BTCI

❑
 Visa 

❑
 M

astercard
Card N

um
ber:  ___________________________________________

Expiration D
ate:  __________________________________________
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D
ISC

U
SSIO

N
 SESSIO

N
 I  

11:00–12:15PM

A
.  A

braham
ic Religions: 

Perspectives on Evolution Panel D
iscussion

Panelists w
ill share Jew

ish, Christian, and M
uslim

 perspectives on 
evolution. W

hy is evolution an im
portant topic each faith, or w

hy not? 
W

hat challenges and opportunities does evolution off er? Panelists and 
participants w

ill discuss the sim
ilarities and diff erences in the w

ays 
Judaism

, Christianity, and Islam
 engage the topic of evolution.

B. Resources for Evolution Education: G
etting Started 

Th is session is intended for people w
orking w

ith the general public, 
including educators, clergy and the m

edia. Participants w
ill learn about 

w
eb based general inform

ation sources, lessons and activities, and other 
resources. Find out w

here you can learn m
ore about evolution, try hands-

on activities on deep-tim
e, selection and variation, and receive a CD

 of 
educational resources from

 the 2007 Evolution Sym
posium

 “Evolution: 
Applications in H

um
an H

ealth and Populations.”

C
. LIFE: 3.5 Billion Years in the M

aking
Buried deep w

ithin our Earth’s history are som
e of the m

ost extraordinary 
and peculiar creatures that have ever lived. U

sing real fossils, panelists 
w

ill explore the evolution of life from
 its m

icroscopic origins 3.5 billion 
years ago to its enorm

ous m
arvels of the m

ore recent geologic past. W
hat 

drives evolution? W
hat causes extinction? Th is session investigates the 

processes that m
old life on Earth and uses hands-on exam

ination of 
fossils to tell the incredible story of how

 life got to be w
here it is at today. 

D
ISC

U
SSIO

N
 SESSIO

N
 II  

2:30–3:45PM

A
. Buddhist Traditions: Perspectives on Evolution

Venerable G
eorge Churinoff  and Jam

es H
ughes w

ill describe som
e of 

the texts that convey a Buddhist approach to the origin of life and the 
universe. Th ey w

ill address the (un)im
portance of these origin m

yths 
for Buddhism

, as w
ell as Buddhist attitudes tow

ards the future biological 
and psychological evolution of H

om
o sapiens. Buddhist attitudes tow

ards 
genetic engineering and other hum

an enhancem
ent technologies w

ill be 
addressed in the context of Buddhist attitudes tow

ards the self and m
yths 

about the future of the hum
an race.

B. Lessons from
 the Kitzm

iller vs. D
over C

reationism
 Trial 

Th e 2005 Kitzm
iller vs. D

over trial tested the constitutionality of 
including so-called “Intelligent D

esign (ID
) Th eory” in public school 

science classroom
s, and ruled that doing so violated the separation of 

church and state just as teaching creationism
 does. Th is session w

ill 
review

 som
e of the key fi ndings of this historic trial follow

ed by an open 
discussion of w

here the creationism
 controversy stands today.

C
. Patenting Living O

rganism
s 

Th is session w
ill explore legal requirem

ents and current legislative issues 
related to patenting living organism

s w
ith the U

nited States and European 
patent system

s. It w
ill also concern U

S patent law
 as it relates to stem

 cells 
and m

ethods for obtaining them
, contrasting this w

ith patent law
 in other 

countries.
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R
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8
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ISC
U

SSIO
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 SESSIO
N

 III  
10:45–N

O
O

N

A
. Science vs. Religion: W

hat’s Really at Stake in this D
ebate? 

Steve Paulson, the executive producer of the nationally-syndicated public 
radio show

 “To the Best of O
ur Know

ledge,” has interview
ed m

any of 
the leading fi gures in the science and religion debate. H

e’ll discuss som
e 

of its m
ost hotly contested issues: evolution, consciousness, scientifi c 

m
aterialism

, and w
hat w

e m
ean by the w

ords “G
od” and “religion.” W

e’ll 
also hear excerpts of Steve’s interview

s w
ith notable scientists, atheists 

and religious scholars, including E.O
. W

ilson, Richard D
aw

kins, Karen 
A

rm
strong, Francis C

ollins, D
aniel D

ennett, Paul D
avies and Sam

 H
arris. 

B. C
om

puter Based Evolution Education M
aterials: W

orking w
ith 

A
dvanced Learners 

Th is session is intended for instructors at the advanced high school or 
college level. Participants w

ill be introduced to Avida, an artifi cial life 
soft w

are platform
 used to study the evolutionary biology of self-replicating 

and evolving com
puter program

s (digital organism
s), and its applications 

for student designed experim
ents. Participants w

ill also receive 
inform

ation about the BioQ
U

EST C
onsortium

, EvoBeaker and other 
com

puter based educational m
aterials. 

C
. The Biopolitics of H

um
an Enhancem

ent Technologies 
Bioethics is giving w

ay to biopolitics. Th e new
 biopolitics started w

ith the 
m

obilizations for and against the Roe v. W
ade decision, and have been 

accelerated by the argum
ents around hum

an enhancem
ent technologies.

Th e new
 biopolitics have a diverse group of religious and secular 

“bioconservatives” on one side, and liberal bioethicists, libertarians, 
transhum

anists and technoprogresssives on the other. D
ebates driving 

biopolitical polarization are disagreem
ent about (a) “hum

anness” vs. 
“personhood” as a basis for rights-bearing, (b) the im

portance of the 
“natural”, (c) the capacity of hum

an reason to im
prove on the hum

an body, 
and (d) the legitim

ate grounds for restricting individual bodily autonom
y, 

cognitive liberty and reproductive rights.

SEN
D

 CO
M

P
LETED

 FO
R

M
 TO

:
BTCI, 5445 East Cheryl Parkway, M

adison, W
I 53711

For m
ore inform

ation please visit: www.btci.org 
or call: 608-273-9737.
Registration and discussion session assignm

ents w
ill be 

confi rm
ed by postcard prior to the forum

.
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 REPRESEN
TATIV

ES O
F TH

E FA
ITH

 C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY...
Th anks to the generosity of our sponsors, there are forty $150 stipends available for teachers and representatives of the faith com

m
unity (e.g. clergy, 

chaplains and parish nurses) attending this year’s forum
. Tw

enty stipends are earm
arked for each group. Recipients w

ill register for the forum
, rem

it 
the $75 fee, and receive the stipend aft er attending the forum

. For m
ore inform

ation, please contact Karin Borgh at: karin.borgh@
btci.org

FO
R H

IG
H

 SC
H

O
O

L A
N

D
 C

O
LLEG

E/U
N

IV
ERSITY U

N
D

ERG
RA

D
U

ATES...
Th ere is also a Student G

uest O
pportunity for high school juniors and seniors, and college/university students. Th ose interested in attending the forum

 
at no charge are asked to com

plete an on-line application form
, indicating how

 they w
ill share inform

ation gained w
ith others back at school or in the 

com
m

unity. For details, please visit: w
w

w.btci.org/bioethics/default.htm
l

FO
R ATTO

RN
EYS...

CLE credits have been applied for—
please visit w

w
w.btci.org for updates.

BTCI is also pleased to announce the 3nd Annual W
isconsin Stem

 Cell Sym
posium

, Conserved M
echanism

s of Stem
 Cell Control and 

Regeneration, April 16, 2008. Please visit: www.btci.org for m
ore inform

ation.
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❑
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D
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❑
 A
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D
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❑
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D
iscussion Session III
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hat’s 

Really at Stake in this D
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❑
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puter Based Evolution 

Education M
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w
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❑
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